
Trenton, ME Planning Board 
Minutes of November 12, 2025 

 
Members Present: B. Viner (Ac3ng Chairman), S. Eddy (mee3ng minutes), L. Winger, S. Heckman 
(non-vo3ng) 
Guests: Albert Lowe, Ling 
 

1. B. Viner called the mee3ng to order at 7:00 PM 
2. A quorum was present. The members introduced themselves. Steve Heckman was 

recognized as a new member but as having no vo3ng privileges un3l taking the oath of 
office. His advice and par3cipa3on in discussion were welcomed by the members. 

3. L. Winger moved that the minutes of the October 8 mee3ng be accepted without 
modifica3on. S. Eddy seconded the mo3on. The mo3on passed: 3 in favor, none 
opposed, one absten3on (Heckman) 

4. Old Business:  
LUO amendments suggested by Chief Heckman. At the October 8 mee3ng, the Board 
unanimously approved recommending for considera3on by the Trenton Board of 
Selectmen LUO amendments regarding fire protec3on water supply and access at new 
developments. Select Board member Judy Sproule subsequently suggested 
modifica3ons to the original LUO amendment language proposed by the Planning Board. 
The proposed modifica3ons were discussed by the Board, with most being accepted. 
Chief Heckman opined that referencing the Maine State Fire Code addressed those 
sugges3ons not accepted. The modified amendment language, with modifica3ons 
highlighted, is as follows: 
4.1.1.4 Where an on-site water supply is required by the Fire Department for fire 
protection purposes, such water supply plan shall be reviewed and approved 
by the Fire Department prior to the issuance of any building or construction 
permit. The approved water supply system shall be installed, tested, made 
fully operational, and approved by the Fire Department prior to the 
commencement of any further construction activities on the site. The water 
supply shall be maintained in good working order and shall remain 
accessible and unobstructed at all times for periodic inspection and Fire 
Department use/emergency operations. Failure to comply with this 
subsection shall constitute a violation of this ordinance and may result in 
the suspension or revocation of any permits until compliance is achieved.4.1.11 "The 
layout of the site shall provide for the safe movement of passenger, service and 
emergency vehicles through the site." 
4.1.11.3 "Clear routes of access shall be provided and maintained for emergency 
vehicles to all portions of the site and shall be posted with appropriate language. Fire 
Department access roads shall be designed and constructed in accordance with the 
current adopted State of Maine Fire Code, including requirements for minimum road 
width, surface, grade, turning radius, and turnaround provisions to ensure adequate 
emergency apparatus access and maneuverability. If permitting requires installation of 



an approved water supply, access roads must allow Fire Department access to that 
water before any further construction begins.  Fire Department access roads and site 
layout shall be subject to review, approval, and periodic inspection by the Fire 
Department to ensure compliance with emergency access needs." 
 
B. Viner made a motion to accept the modified language. L. Winger seconded the 
motion. The motion passed: 3 in favor, none opposed, one abstention (Heckman). 

 
5. New Business:  

I. Short term rentals. The topic of short-term rentals was introduced by B. Viner. The 
ensuing discussion addressed concerns raised by Mr. and Mrs. Moore at the October 8 
mee3ng regarding short term rentals at 1132 Bayside Rd., Trenton.  Specifically, the 
Board’s understanding was that the Moores were concerned addi3onal accessory 
dwellings could and would be established on the lot. The Board agreed (without vote) that 
the town had no authority to restrict the number of accessory dwellings allowed on a lot 
to a number lower than that allowed by current Maine law. However, the Board also 
agreed (without vote) that Town residents might benefit from changes to the Trenton LUO 
to regulate short-term rentals. Sugges3ons included licensing and s3pula3ons regarding 
noise levels, adherence to fire codes, and requiring a named individual or en3ty to be 
responsible and available for addressing tenant and neighbor concerns. B. Viner moved 
that Planning Board members compile sugges3ons for approaches to regulate short-term 
rentals, and then present those at the next mee3ng scheduled for December 10, 2025. L. 
Winger seconded the mo3on. The mo3on passed: 3 in favor, none opposed, one 
absten3on (Heckman). 

II. Winger comments on Maine Municipal AssociaDon training. L. Winger shared her 
knowledge gained from acending MMA training, which was that town residents with 
concerns regarding viola3ons of the Trenton LUO should address those concerns to the 
Appeals Board rather than the Planning Board. During the ensuing discussion it was noted 
that the Town’s website did not have up-to-date informa3on regarding the composi3on of 
both the Appeals Board and the Planning Board. B. Viner said he would follow up with the 
Town Office. 

III. Acadia Starlight Retreat. Guests Albert Lowe and Ling brought to the Board’s acen3on 
their plan to develop a short-term vaca3on rental business named “Acadia Starlight 
Retreat” at 987 Bar Harbor Rd., Trenton. The business would install seven yurt structures 
for guest occupancy during late spring, summer, and early fall. Lowe and Ling requested 
advice from the board as to whether the development would be allowed and how they 
should proceed. B. Viner and L. Winger advised that the project’s loca3on and ac3vity 
appeared to comply with Trenton LUO zoning. S. Heckman advised that the project would 
require suitable emergency vehicle access and 10,000 gallons of water storage capacity for 
fire suppression. B. Viner advised that Lowe and Ling submit a formal applica3on with 
detailed plans to the Town. 

 
6. Adjournment. The Board members held a moment of silence in apprecia3on of the late 

Michael Gilmar3n, past Planning Board Chair. L. Winger mo3oned to adjourn. S. Eddy 



seconded. At 8:04 PM the mo3on passed: 3 in favor, none opposed, one absten3on 
(Heckman). 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 


