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WARRANT 
HANCOCK, ss                                             STATE OF MAINE 
 
 To a Resident, Town of Trenton in said County of Hancock, 
 
Greetings: 
 In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby directed to notify and warn the Inhabitants 

of said Town of Trenton qualified by law to vote in Town affairs to meet in the Municipal 
Building in said Town, on Monday the 18th day of May, A.D. 2026 at 2:00 p.m. in the 
afternoon to act on the following Articles, to wit: 

 
ARTICLE                               ACTION TAKEN BY THE TOWN 
 
1.  To choose a Moderator to preside at said meeting.      
 
2.  To elect by secret ballot the following Officers and Employees for the ensuing year(s): Two 

Selectmen and Overseer of the Poor for a three-year term; one School Committee Member for a 
three-year term. 

 
3.  To vote by secret ballot to approve or reject a Citizens’ Petition to allow two establishments in the 

Town of Trenton to operate retail sale of cannabis.  
 
4. To vote by secret ballot to approve or reject the Planning Board’s proposed changes to the Shore 

Lands Ordinance. 
 
5. To vote by secret ballot to approve or reject the Planning Board’s proposed changes to the Land 

Use Ordinance 
  

Note:  Following the closing of the polls, the meeting is currently scheduled to be recessed to 
reconvene for consideration of the remaining Articles at 6:00 p.m., Tuesday, May 19, 2026 at the 
Trenton Elementary School.  

 
6.  To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton will vote to appropriate for 
     General Government for the fiscal year 2026-27. 
 

Budget Committee recommends that $ 475,915.00 be appropriated and that $452,500.00 be 
taken from Excise Tax revenues, $ 12,840.00 be taken from Unassigned Funds, $ 8,000.00 be 
taken from Revenue Sharing and $ 2,575.00 be raised from Taxes.    

 
7.  To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton appropriate for Animal  
     Control for the fiscal year 2026-27.  
 

Budget Committee recommends that $ 4,300.00 be appropriated and $ 2,000.00 taken from 
Animal Control Reserve and $ 2,300.00 be raised from Taxes. 

 
8. To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton appropriate for Fire  
     Protection for the fiscal year 2026-27.   
 

Budget Committee recommends that $ 151,800.00 be appropriated and $ 104,938.00 be raised 
from Taxes, $ 10,000.00 be taken from the Fire Dept. Carry Forward, $ 11,500.00 be taken from 
the Safer Grant and $25,362.00 be taken from Unassigned Funds... 

 
9. To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton appropriate for the  
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     Fire Truck Reserve Account for the fiscal year 2026-27.  
 

Budget Committee recommends that $ 50,000.00 be appropriated and raised from Taxes. 
 
10. To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton will appropriate for the Bayside 

Water Supply reserve account for the fiscal year 2026-27. 
 
 Budget Committee Recommends that $ 20,000.00 be appropriated and raised from Taxes. 
 
11. To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton will appropriate for the fire fighter in 

accordance with the memorandum of understanding with the Bar Harbor Airport for the fiscal year 
2026-27. 

 
 Budget Committee Recommends that $ 61,928.00 be appropriated and that $ 30,964.00 be taken 

from the Bar Harbor Airport Revenue and $ 30,964.00 be raised from Taxes. 
 
12. To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton will appropriate for the SCBA (self 

contained breathing apparatus) Reserve account for the fiscal year 2026-27. 
  
 Budget Committee Recommends that $ 15,000.00 be appropriated and raised from Taxes. 
 
13. To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton appropriate for Ambulance 

Service for the fiscal year 2026-27.   
 

Budget Committee recommends $ 18,000.00 be appropriated and taken from Unassigned 
Funds. 

 
14. To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton will appropriate for Care of  
       Cemeteries for the fiscal year 2026-27.   
 
     Budget Committee recommends that $ 2,700.00 be appropriated and $ 1,500.00 be taken from 

Unassigned Funds and $ 1,200.00 be taken from  Annual Interest on Cemeteries Savings. 
 
15. To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton will appropriate for the 

Comprehensive Plan Reserve account for the fiscal year 2026-27. 
 

Budget Committee recommends $ 5,000.00 be appropriated and raised from Taxes. 
 

 
Education Articles 

Note: Articles 16 through 26 authorize expenditures in cost center categories 
 
16. To see what sum the School Committee is authorized to expend for Regular Instruction for the 

fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026 and ending June 30, 2027.  
 
  School Committee recommends $ 2,748,713.   
  Note:  2026-26 Amount was $ 2,604,323 
 
17. To see what sum the School Committee is authorized to expend for Special Education for the 

fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026 and ending June 30, 2027.  
 
  School Committee recommends $ 1,798.138.  
  Note:  2026-26 Amount was $ 1,657,142 
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18. To see what sum the School Committee is authorized to expend for Career and Technical 
Education for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026 and ending June 30, 2027. 

  School Committee recommends   $      -0- 
  Note:  2025-26 Amount was $ -0- 
 
19. To see what sum the School Committee is authorized to expend for Other Instruction for the 

fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026 and ending June 30, 2027.  
 
  School Committee recommends $ 91,916.  
  Note:  2026-26 Amount was $ 89,866 
 
20. To see what sum the School Committee is authorized to expend for Student & Staff Support for 

the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026 and ending June 30, 2027.  
 
  School Committee recommends $ 409,776.   
  Note:  2025-26 Amount was $ 398,349 
 
21. To see what sum the School Committee is authorized to expend for System Administration for 

the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026 and ending June 30, 2027.  
 
  School Committee recommends $ 145,972.   
  Note:  2025-26 Amount was $ 138,041 
 
22. To see what sum the School Committee is authorized to expend for School Administration for 

the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026 and ending June 30, 2027.  
 
  School Committee recommends $ 287,114.   

Note:  2025-26 Amount was $ 273,641 
 
23. To see what sum the School Committee is authorized to expend for Transportation & Buses for 

the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026 and ending June 30, 2027.  
 
  School Committee recommends $ 370,483.   
  Note:  2025-26 Amount was $ 370,609 
 
24. To see what sum the School Committee is authorized to expend for Facilities Maintenance for 

the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026 and ending June 30, 2027.  
 
  School Committee recommends $ 346,928.   
  Note:  2025-26 Amount was $ 382,752 
 
25. To see what sum the School Committee is authorized to expend for Debt Service and Other 

Commitments for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026 and ending June 30, 2027.  
 
  School Committee recommends   $  -0- 
  Note:  2025-26 Amount was $ -0- 
 
26. To see what sum the School Committee is authorized to expend for All Other Expenditures for 

the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026 and ending June 30, 2027.  
 
  School Committee recommends   $ 28,000 
  Note:  2025-26 Amount was $ 28,000. 

 
Note:  Articles 16 – 26 authorize a total budget of $ 6,227,040. 
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Note: 2025-26 Amount was $ 5,942,723. 
 
Note:  Articles 27 – 29 raise funds for the Proposed School Budget 
 

Hand Count 
 
  
27. To see what sum the voters of the Town of Trenton will appropriate for the total cost of funding 

public education from pre-K to grade 12 as described in the Essential Programs and Services 
Funding Act (Recommend $ 3,429,924) and to see what sum the voters of the Town of Trenton 
will raise as the Town’s contribution to the total cost of funding public education from pre-K to 
grade 12 as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act in accordance with 
the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 15688 for the period July 1, 2026 to June 30, 
2027. 

             
  School Committee recommends   $2,808,086 

 
Explanation:  The Town of Trenton’s contribution to the total cost of funding public education 

from pre-K to grade 12 as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding 
Act is the amount of money determined by state law to be the minimum amount that a 
municipality must raise in order to receive the full amount of state dollars. 

 
Hand Count 
 
28. To see what sum the voters of the Town of Trenton will raise and appropriate for the 

annual payments on debt service previously approved by the legislative body for non-
state-funded school construction projects, non-state funded portions of school 
construction projects and minor capital projects in addition to the funds appropriated as 
the local share of the Town of Trenton’s contribution to the total cost of funding public 
education from pre-K to grade 12 for the period July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027. 

 
  School Commitee recommends $  -0- 
 

Explanation:  Non-state-funded debt service is the amount of money needed for the 
annual payments on the Town of Trenton’s long-term debt for major capital 
school construction projects and minor capital renovation projects that are not 
approved for state subsidy.  The bonding of this long-term debt was previously 
approved by the voters. 

 
Written Ballot Vote Required 
 
29. To see what sum the voters of the Town of Trenton will raise and appropriate in additional local 

funds for school purposes (Recommend: $ 2,659,562) for the period July 1, 2026 to June 30, 
2027, which exceeds the State’s Essential Programs and Services allocation model by 
(Recommend: $ 2,659,562) as required to fund the budget recommended by the school 
committee. 

          
The School Committee recommends raising $ 2,659,562 in additional local funds from 
taxation and appropriating the following:  $ 179,392 from Carryover and $ 580,000 from State 
Subsidy.  The School Committee gives the following reasons for exceeding the State’s 
Essential Programs and Services funding model by $2,659,562:  The State funding model 
underestimates the actual costs to fully fund the 2026-2027 budget. 
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Explanation:  The additional local funds are those locally raised funds over and above the 
Town of Trenton’s local contribution to the total cost of funding public education from 
pre-K to grade 12 as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act 
and local amounts raised for the annual payment on non-state funded debt service 
that will help achieve the Town of Trenton’s budget for educational programs. 

 
Note: Articles 27, 28, & 29 raise from taxes a total town appropriation of  $ 5,467,648. 

  Note: 2025-26 Amount was $5,126,428 
 
Note:  Article 30 summarizes the proposed school budget and does not authorize any 

additional expenditures  
 
Hand Count 
 
30. To see what sum the voters of the Town of Trenton will authorize the School Committee to 

expend for the fiscal year beginning July 1,2026 and ending June 30, 2027 from the Town’s 
contribution to the total cost of funding public education from pre-K to grade 12 as described in 
the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act, non-state-funded school construction 
projects, additional local funds for school purposes under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-
A, section 15690,  unexpended balances, tuition receipts, state subsidy and other receipts for 
the support of schools.   

 
  School Committee recommends $ 6,227,040. 
  Note: 2025-26 Amount was $ 5,942,723 
 
31. In addition to the amount in Articles 16 – 30, shall the School Committee be authorized to 

expend such other sums as may be received from federal or state grants or programs or other 
sources during the fiscal year 2026-2027 for school purposes provided that such grants, 
programs, or other sources do not require the expenditure of other funds not previously 
appropriated? 

 
School Committee recommends passage. 

  Note:  Current Year Totals Estimate: $ 233,158 
 
32. To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton appropriate for Town   
       Roads for the fiscal year 2026-27. 
 

Budget Committee recommends that $ 17,000.00 be appropriated and that $17,000.00 be taken 
from State Aid to Roads. 

 
 
33. To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton will raise and appropriate for Snow 

Removal for the fiscal year 2026-27. 
 
 Budget Committee recommends that $ 115,500.00 be appropriated and taken from Unassigned 

Funds. 
 
34. To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton will raise and appropriate for the 

purchase of Salt/Sand for the fiscal year 2026-27. 
 
      Budget Committee recommends that $ 30,000.00 be appropriated and taken from Unassigned 

Funds. 
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35. To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton will raise and appropriate for the 
Veteran’s Graves Account for the fiscal year 2026-27. 

  
Budget Committee recommends $ 1,125.00 be appropriated and taken from State 
Reimbursement for Veteran’s Graves.   

 
36. To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton will raise and appropriate for    
       Septic Waste Disposal for the fiscal year 2026-27.  
 
 Budget Committee recommends that $ 14,000.00 be appropriated and taken from Unassigned 

Funds. 
 
37. To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton will raise and appropriate for 
      Solid Waste Disposal for the fiscal year 2026-27.   
 
      Budget Committee recommends that $ 325,000.00 be appropriated and that $ 31,000.00 be 

taken from BETE Reimbursement, $ 192,000.00 be taken from Revenue Sharing,  
$ 75,000.00 be taken from the Homestead Reimbursement and $ 27,000.00 be taken from 
Renewable Energy Credit Revenue. 

 
38. To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton will raise and appropriate for Re-

cycling for the fiscal year 2026-27. 
 
 The Budget Committee recommends $ 25,000.00 be appropriated and taken from unassigned 

funds.  
 
39. To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton will raise and appropriate as the 

Town’s anticipated assessment for membership to the Acadia Disposal District for the fiscal 
year 2026-27.   

 
      Budget Committee recommends $ 5,000.00 be appropriated and taken from Unassigned Funds. 
 
40. To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton will raise and appropriate for 
       General Assistance for the fiscal year 2026-27.   
 
 Budget Committee recommends that $ 5,000.00 be appropriated, that $ 1,500.00 be taken from 

Unassigned Funds and $ 3,500.00 be taken from State Reimbursement for General Assistance. 
 
41. To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton will raise and appropriate for Parks 

and Recreation for the fiscal year 2026-27. 
  
 Budget Committee recommends that $ 3,360.00 be appropriated and taken from Parks and 

Recreation Carry Forward. 
 
42. To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton will raise and appropriate for the 

YMCA for the fiscal year 2026-27.   
 

Budget Committee recommends $ 2,500.00 be appropriated and taken from Unassigned Funds. 
 
43. To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton will raise and appropriate for the 

Trenton Chamber of Commerce for the fiscal year 2026-27. 
 
 The Budget Committee recommends $ 2,500.00 be appropriated and taken from unassigned 

funds. 
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44. To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton will raise and appropriate for 

payment of the County Tax for the fiscal year 2026-27. 
   

Budget Committee recommends that $ 289,474.00 be appropriated and raised from Taxes. 
 
45. To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton will raise and appropriate for  
      Tax Abatements for the fiscal year 2026-27.  
 

Budget Committee recommends that $ 15,000.00 be appropriated and taken from Unassigned 
Funds.  

46. To see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate in support of 
NonProfit/Public Service Agencies. The following agencies requested funding for the fiscal 
year 2026-27: 

 
   AGENCY        REQUEST                            
  Community Action – 3 counties   $     635.20 

Friends in Action     Any Amount 
 Downeast Horizons     $  1,000.00 
 WIC       $  1,150.00 
 Eastern Area on Aging    $  1,100.00 
 Ellsworth Public Library    $  9,504.00 

  Bar Harbor Food Pantry    $  4,000.00 
  Hospice of Hancock County    $  1,500.00 
  Loaves & Fishes                $ 5,000.00 
  Life Flight of Maine      $    792.00 
  Trenton Grange     $  1,500.00 
  Ellsworth Free Medical Clinic    $  1,500.00 
  Families First Community Center   $  1,000.00 
  Acadia Fire Soccer     $  3,000.00 
  Mount Desert Nursing Association   $  1,500.00 
  H.O.M.E.      $  1,502.00 
  Sweetster Mental Health Recovery   $     500.00 
        TOTAL REQUESTED        $ 35,183.20 
   
 Total funds available for supporting Non-Profit/Public Service agencies are $ 28,047.00 (1/2 of 

1% of 2025-26 Tax Commitment).  Budget Committee recommends that $ 28,047.00 
appropriated and raised from Taxes and that the Selectmen be authorized to allocate funding for 
the Non-Profit/Public Service agencies in an amount not to exceed $ 28,047.00. If approved, 
Selectmen will allocate funding at their second regularly scheduled meeting in June (June 234, 
2026). 

  
47. To see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for Emergency 

Management for the fiscal year 2026-27.   
 
      Budget Committee recommends that $ 1,500.00 be appropriated and taken from Unassigned 

Funds. 
 
48. To see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for Downeast 

Transportation for the fiscal year 2026-27.    
 
 Budget Committee recommends that $ 198.00 be appropriated and taken from Unassigned 

Funds. 
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49. To see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for Downeast 
Transportation – Island Explorer Shuttle for the fiscal year 2025-26.   

 
Budget Committee recommends that $ 1,000.00 be appropriated and taken from Unassigned 
Funds. 

 
50. To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton will raise and appropriate in support 

of the Frenchman’s Bay Regional Shellfish Conservation Program for the fiscal year 2026-
27.   

 
Budget Committee recommends that $ 4,000.00 be appropriated and taken from Unassigned 
Funds. 
 

51. To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton will raise and appropriate for E-911 
dispatch for the fiscal year 2026-27.   

 
Budget Committee recommends that $ 4,600.00 be appropriated and taken from Unassigned 
Funds. 

 
52. To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton will raise and appropriate for a New 

Sign for the Municipal Building. 
 
 Budget Committee recommends the $ 20,000.00 be appropriated and taken from Unassigned 

Funds. 
 
53.  To see what sum of money the voters of the Town of Trenton will raise and appropriate for 

Plumbing Inspections. 
 
 The Budget recommends $8,350.00 be appropriated and taken from Plumbing Permit Fees. 
 
54. To see if the voters of the Town of Trenton will authorize the Selectmen, on behalf of the Town, 

for the fiscal year 2026-27, to sell or dispose of any Real Estate acquired by the Town and to 
dispose of such property on such terms as they may deem advisable, and to execute a Municipal 
Quit Claim Deed for such property.   

 
 The Selectmen recommend approval. 
 
55. To see if the voters of the Town of Trenton will authorize the Selectmen, for the fiscal year 2026-

27, to borrow money in anticipation of taxes as they consider it necessary for the conduct of 
Town business.  

 The Selectmen recommend approval. 

56. To see what date the voters of the Town of Trenton will establish when taxes are due and 
payable, and what rate of interest shall be charged on any unpaid balance after said date. 

  
 The Selectmen recommend that taxes be due October 1, 2026 and that any unpaid balance after 

that date bear interest at the rate of 7.00% per annum. (Set By State) 
  
57. To see if the voters of the Town of Trenton will vote to set the interest rate to be paid by the Town 

on Abated Taxes at the rate of 1% per annum for the fiscal year July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027. 
 
 The Selectmen recommend approval. 
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58. To see if the voters of the Town of Trenton will authorize the tax collector or treasurer, for the 
fiscal year 2026-27, to accept pre-payments of taxes not yet committed, pursuant to 36 M.R.S.A., 
Section 506. 

 
 The Selectmen recommend approval.   
 
59. To see if the voters of the Town of Trenton will authorize the Selectmen, for the fiscal year 2026-

27, to contract for services for multiple years, in amounts not to exceed appropriations for same, 
under such terms and conditions as it deems advisable.  

 
The Selectmen recommends approval. 

 
 
Given under our hands the ___th day of _____         , 2026. 

 

_____________________________  _________________________________ 
 R. Frederick Ehrlenbach     John Bennett 

_____________________________  _________________________________ 

         Danielle Cole    Susan Sargent 

    ___________________________ 

     Judith Sproule 

Municipal Officers, Town of Trenton 
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STATE OF MAINE 
 
Return 
____________ ____, 2026 
 
 
Pursuant to this Warrant to me directed, I have notified and warned the Inhabitants of said Town, qualified as 
therein expressed, to assemble at said time and place, and for the purpose therein named, by posting attested 
copies of this Warrant at: 
 
  Municipal Building 
   
 
The same being public and conspicuous places in said Town on the     day of _____, A.D. 2026, being at least 
seven days before the meeting. 
 
       
      ____________________________Resident, Town of Trenton 




